Sermon Discussion — 30 August 2026

Read James 5:19-20

Getting Started

Have you ever been driving or hiking, completely confident that you were on the right path,
only to realise you were miles off course? Did your drift happen suddenly or gradually? What
was the moment that made you turn back?

The famous hymn Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing confesses: "Prone to wander, Lord, | feel
it, prone to leave the God | love." In non-spiritual life (work routines, healthy habits, budget
plans, daily schedules), in what area do you find yourself most naturally drifting if you don't stay
disciplined?

Group Discussion

James doesn’t end his letter with a neat formal conclusion, but with an urgent pastoral
rescue mission. Why do you think James chose a call to rescue wandering believers
rather than a traditional sign-off?

Inv. 19, the text mentions "anyone among you" who wanders and "someone" who
brings them back. What does this tell us about the relationship between the people
involved?

In your own walk with Christ, what are the early warning signs that tell you that you are
beginning to drift spiritually before a full-blown fall occurs?

Read Matthew 18:15-17. Church discipline is never meant to be punitive or vindictive,
but a slow, compassionate process whose hope is to jar an unrepentant person into true
repentance. How does viewing church discipline through the lens of saving a soul alter
the view of it being harsh or judgmental?

Read v. 20 again along with Proverbs 10:12 and 1 Peter 4:8. What is the difference
between confronting someone in love to restore them versus confronting them out of
self-righteousness?

Personal Reflection

As you reflect on this 15-week study of James (where God calls us to progress, not
perfection) is there any area of your life where you have subtly allowed yourself to
wander from the truth? What specific step of repentance do you need to take today?

What practical steps can our church take to build an environment where people feel
safe confessing their struggles before they wander too far?



