
Sermon Discussion – 12 July 2026 
 
Read James 3:13-18 
 
Getting Started 
 
Think about a hobby, sport, or skill where you know all the rules and terminology perfectly from 
watching it, but you are completely useless at it in real life. How easy is it for us to fall into the 
trap of being "armchair experts" instead of active participants? 
 
Group Discussion 
 

• Who in your life has exemplified and imparted godly wisdom? What characteristics mark 
his or her life?  
 

• How does the world’s definition of wisdom differ from Scripture’s definition? What’s the 
difference between knowing facts and possessing godly wisdom? 

 

• Read v. 13 again. If your "wisdom" was evaluated solely on your behaviour behind 
closed doors this week, what would it reveal about your faith? 
 

• Why do you think James calls earthly wisdom "unspiritual" and "demonic"? What are 
the ultimate results of operating this way? 
 

• Look closely at the list of virtues in v. 17. Which of these characteristics (purity, peace, 
gentleness, teachability, mercy, impartiality, sincerity) do you most urgently need the 
Holy Spirit to cultivate in your life right now? Why? 

 
Personal Reflection 

 
Meditate on 1 Corinthians 1:24, which declares that Jesus is “the wisdom of God.” Look at how 
He perfectly embodied James 3:17 allowing Himself to be crushed on a cross. Because the 
Master Gardener walked out of the grave, rest in His completed work rather than fighting for 
your own spotlight. Pray and ask God to transform you into the image of Christ; to help you 
embrace all that it would mean to grow in wisdom. 


