Sermon Discussion — 21 June 2026

Read James 2:1-13
Getting Started

Can you share a time from your childhood, school days, or workplace where you were either
the "favourite" or completely left out? How did that affect the group dynamic?

The sermon highlighted how Japanese football fans voluntarily cleaned up litter left behind by
others at the World Cup simply because they saw a need. What is a task around our church
building or in your neighbourhood that people constantly walk past because they assume it is
"beneath them" or "someone else's job"?

Group Discussion

e Inv. 1-4, James says that faith in Jesus is incompatible with showing partiality. When we
give VIP treatment to the wealthy or socially influential while shunning the poor or
awkward, we are acting like judges with evil thoughts. If someone walked into our
church who was physically dirty, socially awkward, or struggling with visible mental,
what would it realistically look like for you to give them more than just a polite nod?
What would it cost you?

e What s the line between having healthy, close friendships in church and harbouring a
spirit of favouritism that blinds us to the stranger?

e Alongside v. 5-9, read Luke 10:25-37. Jesus radically expanded the definition of
neighbour to mean anyone in need right in front of us. Why do we so easily construct
boundaries around who we consider our neighbour when we are busy or when helping
someone complicates our lives?

e Look at verse 12. What does it mean to live under the "law of liberty"?

e Inverse 13, we see a terrifying warning: judgment is without mercy to the one who has
shown no mercy. Is there someone in your life right now whom you are actively
withholding grace, patience, or mercy from? How does looking at Galatians 2:20
reshape how you should treat that person?



Personal Reflection

This next Sunday, intentionally break away from your usual social circle. Find someone
you don't know well (a newcomer, a quiet individual, or someone sitting alone) and give
them at least 5 minutes of your undivided time and conversation.

Is there an area of service in our church that you have been avoiding because you feel it
is beneath your talents or doesn't offer you enough recognition? Sign up to serve in that
exact space (serving coffee, cleaning, greeting) to cultivate gospel humility.



