Sermon Discussion — 14 June 2026

Read James 1:19-27

Getting Started

Baptism is a beautiful, public declaration of an inward transformation. Why do you think God
chose a physical, public act like immersion in water (rather than just a private prayer) to
symbolise our initiation into the family of faith?

Be honest: what does "getting ready for church" typically look like in your household? Is it
usually a mad, chaotic rush to find keys and arrive on time, or is there any space dedicated to
preparing your heart to hear from God? What could you change to better prepare yourself to
hear God’s Word?

Group Discussion

In v. 19-21, why does truth from God’s Word sometimes provoke immediate
defensiveness or irritation within us? What does it mean practically to "put away"
(literally, strip off like soiled clothing) filthiness before we can truly hear God speak?

If the first step to truly understanding Scripture is repentance, is there a specific habit or
lingering sin you need to "strip off" so that your hearing isn't blocked? What is it?

Look closely at verse 25. James contrasts a casual glance in a mirror with someone who
"looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty" (which means to stoop down or crane
one's neck to gaze intently). How does the Bible function as a "law of liberty" rather
than a list of restrictive rules? How does a regenerated heart find freedom in
obedience?

Consider this statement based on verse 26: "If the gospel cannot travel from your heart
to your vocal cords, it hasn't actually saved you." Why is the tongue such an accurate
diagnostic tool for the state of our souls?

James calls us to a beautiful paradox...to be deeply involved in the messy, broken parts
of our culture (helping the helpless), while remaining completely "unstained" by the
world's sin. In which area do you tend to struggle more: stepping into the mess to show
compassion, or keeping your character untainted by the culture?



Personal Reflection

James defines pure religion as taking responsibility for the vulnerable who have no
social safety net. Identify one concrete way your house group or family can step into the
suffering of local widows, orphans, foster families, or those in true distress this month.

Change your routine for next Lord's Day. Spend 15 minutes Saturday night or Sunday
morning reading the text ahead of time, confessing known sin, and praying explicitly
that you would not be an "audio-only" hearer, but a faithful doer of the Word.



