Sermon Discussion — 5 April 2026

Read Genesis 50:15-21

Getting Started

Have you ever taken something old, broken, or "bad" (like a piece of furniture, a garden plot, or
an old car) and worked on it until it became something beautiful? What was that process like?
Was it worth it?

Can you think of a "closed door" or a difficult situation from five or ten years ago that felt like a
disaster at the time, but today you can see how God used it for your benefit?

Group Discussion

Look at v. 15-17. Why do you think the brothers feel they needed to "make up" a
command from their father rather than just trusting Joseph’s character? Why is it so
hard for us to believe we are truly forgiven?

Inv. 17, the text says, "Joseph wept when they spoke to him." This reminds us of the
shortest verse in the Bible: "Jesus wept" (John 11:35). How does it change your view of
God to know that He isn't just "efficient" in fixing our problems, but He actually weeps
over the brokenness of our relationships and the pain of our journeys?

Read v. 20 again. Can you apply Joseph’s words to a specific hardship you are facing
right now? How does that shift your focus from the "enemy" to the "Provider"?

In your own words, how would you explain the difference between someone being
merciful to you (not punishing you) and being gracious to you (giving you a gift you
didn't earn)?

Personal Reflection

Joseph didn't just forgive his brothers; he provided for them and their "little ones" (v.
21). Who is someone in your life who has "meant evil" against you? How can you show
them grace (kindness they don't deserve) this week?

Spend time this week thanking God not just as the Creator who made the world "good,"
but as the Redeemer who takes the "bad" and makes it work for your good and His

glory.



