Sermon Discussion — 29 March 2026

Read Genesis 48-49
Getting Started

How much do you know about your family history? Are there any "hidden gems" or interesting
stories you discovered that surprised you?

Have you ever received a "blessing" or a promotion that you knew you didn't technically earn or
deserve? How did it feel to receive it purely as a gift?

Group Discussion

e Jacob takes Joseph's two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, and declares, "They shall be
mine" (48:5). He essentially adopts his grandsons as his own sons. For those who feel
"spiritually alone" or estranged from their biological family, how does the concept of
"spiritual children" and "spiritual parents" provide comfort?

e Whois a "spiritual parent" or "spiritual child" God has placed in your life? How has that
relationship been "deeper than blood"?

e Joseph tries to follow the rules by placing the firstborn at Jacob's right hand. But Jacob
intentionally crosses his hands (48:14-20). Why is the idea that "blessing is given, not
earned" so offensive to our natural human instincts?

e Consider the sentence, "The blessings of God are not ruined by our stories." How does
the story of the Levites (49:5-7) prove that God can reverse a "curse" and turn it into a
calling?

e Read Genesis 49:10-11. Washing garments in "the blood of grapes" is a poetic allusion
to the King (Jesus) who would come from Judah. How does the blood of Jesus wash
away the "stains" of our family history? Whether your ancestors were saints or
scoundrels, how does Jesus provide a new start?

Personal Reflection
— ldentify one area where you are trying to "earn" God’s favour. This week, consciously
"stop the climb" and spend five minutes each morning simply thanking God that His

blessing is a gift.

— If you have a spiritual mentor or someone you consider a "spiritual child," send them a
message this week. Acknowledge that the "blood of Christ" has made you family.



