
Sermon Discussion – 15 March 2026 
 
Read Genesis 46:1-47:12 
 
Getting Started 
 
What is the most significant "journey" you’ve ever taken (moving house, changing careers, 
moving to a new country)? On a scale of 1–10, how much apprehension did you feel before you 
started? 
 
If you were moving to a place where you didn't know anyone or the culture, what is 
the one thing from your current life you would be most afraid of losing or leaving behind? 
 
Group Discussion 
 

• In Genesis 46:3-4, how did God assure Jacob about his journey to Egypt, and why was 
this assurance necessary? 
 

• In v. 2, what is the significance of Jacob offering sacrifices at Beersheba before leaving? 
 

• The text meticulously lists the 70 members of Jacob’s family (Genesis 46:5-27). How 
does this fulfil God’s earlier promise to Abraham that he would be a "blessing to all 
nations"? 
 

• Why does Joseph instruct his family to identify as shepherds, even though it was 
considered detestable to Egyptians (46:34)? 
 

• Jacob describes his life as "few and evil" (47:9) despite his blessings; how can our 
current circumstances colour our view of God's goodness?  

 
Personal Reflection 
 

− Jacob thought he was just moving to survive a famine. God was moving him to build a 
nation. How often do we view our "journeys" as mere survival, while God views them as 
strategic expansion? 
 

− Identify one specific anxiety about your current journey. This week, like Jacob at 
Beersheba, "offer a sacrifice" of prayer—acknowledging that you are at the edge of the 
known and asking God to go "down into Egypt" with you. 


