
Sermon Discussion – 1 March 2026 
 
Read Genesis 44:1-34 
 
Getting Started 
 
Think of a time you were surprisingly "found out" for something—maybe a white lie, a 
forgotten task, or a hidden habit. What was the physical sensation of that "heart-drop" 
moment? 
 
If your name were called over a public intercom to report to a "Security Desk" regarding your 
life choices, what would be the first thing your conscience would worry about? (Keep it light-
hearted, or as deep as you're comfortable with!) 
 
Group Discussion 
 

• In v. 2. Joseph plants his silver cup in Benjamin's sack. Why did Joseph use this 
"managed crisis" instead of just having an honest conversation with his brothers? 
 

• How does Joseph’s actions demonstrate that God sometimes brings us into difficult, 
unfair situations to test our integrity?  
 

• Look at verse 16. Judah doesn't try to win a legal argument about the cup. Instead, he 
says, "God has found out the guilt of your servants." The word for "guilt" here refers to 
the underlying iniquity—the condition of the heart. Why is it a turning point when we 
stop defending individual actions (the cup) and start admitting our condition (sin)? 

 

• In Genesis 37, Judah was the one who suggested selling Joseph. Here, Judah offers to 
"remain instead of" Benjamin (v. 33). What evidence do you see in Judah’s long speech 
(v. 18-34) that his heart has been transformed? 

 

• Judah’s plea to be a slave so his brother can go free is a preview of his descendant, Jesus 
Christ. How does Judah’s willingness to be a slave compare to Jesus’ willingness to be a 
sacrifice? 

 
Personal Reflection 
 

− Sacrifice is the ultimate evidence of a changed heart. Is there someone "guilty" in your 
life (a spouse, coworker, or child) whom God is calling you to serve or sacrifice for, even 
if they are the ones with the "cup in their sack"? 
 

− If we believe that Jesus has already been "found out" for our guilt and stood as our 
Substitute, why do we still struggle to be honest about our failures today? 
 

− Are you currently trying to earn your way out of a spiritual prison? Spend a moment in 
prayer thanking God that the "money is back in the sack"—that grace is free and the war 
is over. 


