Sermon Discussion — 15 February 2026

Read Genesis 41:46-42:38
Getting Started

In the text, Joseph has a new name, a new Egyptian wardrobe, and a new occupation. If you
had to go into "Witness Protection" tomorrow and could choose any new identity—including a
new name, a specific career, and a signature "look" —what would you pick to ensure no one
from your past ever recognised you?

Have you ever been pulled over by a police officer, or walked through a high-security metal
detector, and suddenly felt extremely guilty even though you knew for a fact you hadn't done
anything wrong? What was going through your head in that "jolt of panic"?

Group Discussion

e Look at the names Joseph gives his sons: Manasseh ("Making to forget")
and Ephraim ("Fruitfulness") in v. 51-52. Joseph says God made him forget his hardship.
Does this mean he literally forgot his family, or is something else going here? If so,
what?

e 1In42:1-2, Egypt is mentioned by Jacob. This was the very place where the brothers had
sold Joseph into slavery. It was their place of greatest sin, yet it became the only place
they could find life. Why does God often lead us back to the "scene of the crime" (the
very places or relationships where we failed) to find our provision? How does this
illustrate the way God forces us to face our sins?

e After 20 years, the brothers’” memory of Joseph’s "distress" and "begging" was still vivid
(v.21-22). How does this specific memory reveal that the brothers had never actually
moved on? Are there any memoires from your past God is using to bring you to a place
of repentance today?

e Inv. 21, the brothers finally say, "In truth we are guilty concerning our brother.” Why is
it so much harder to say, "l am guilty" than "l made a mistake"?

e Readv. 36. Why is our first instinct to assume God is against us? How can we shift our
perspective from Jacob’s "All this is against me" to Joseph’s "God meant it for good"?



Personal Reflection

— What is your "Benjamin" right now? What are you clutching so tightly (a bank account, a
reputation, a specific relationship) that you are refusing to let God manage it? This
week, practice the "open hands" posture. Physically open your hands in prayer and tell
God, "l am letting go of my Benjamin; | trust what You have prepared for me."



