Sermon Discussion — 8 February 2026

Read Genesis 41:1-45

Getting Started

What is the longest you’ve ever had to wait for something significant (a job, a house, a child, a
spouse)? During that time, did you feel like God was "active" or "sleeping"?

Have you ever tried to "force" a door open in your life (perhaps a career path or a relationship)
only to realise later that it stayed shut for your own protection?

Group Discussion

The chapter begins with "After two whole years." Joseph had been forgotten by the
Cupbearer, but God was sovereignly choreographing Pharoah’s dreams. Why do we
often mistake God'’s silence for His absence?

Why was it necessary for God to wait until the "wise men of Egypt" were proven futile
(v. 8) before bringing Joseph onto the scene? How does God's "delay" actually ensure
He gets the glory?

When Pharaoh tells Joseph, "l have heard it said of you that when you hear a dream you
can interpret it," Joseph’s first words are: "It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh a
favourable answer" (v. 16). Why is his immediate disclaimer so radical? What does it
look like for us to practice this kind of perspective in our workplaces or families today?

Look at Genesis 39:4 and 39:22. How did Joseph’s time as a slave and a prisoner serve as
the "curriculum" for his role to Pharoah?

Personal Reflection

What specific "spiritual muscle" is your current struggle building in you (i.e., patience,
integrity under pressure, humility)?

Is there a "closed door" in your life that is causing you frustration? How does it change
your perspective to think that God might be working behind the scenes in ways that you
cannot see?



