Sermon Discussion — 1 February 2026

Read Genesis 40:1-23
Getting Started

We live in a world of "on-demand" gratification. What is one small thing (like a slow website or
a long red light) that tests your patience more than it probably should?

Think of a time you had to wait for something significant (a job offer, a medical result, a house
closing). What did you do to pass the time? How did your "internal weather" change the longer
you waited?

Group Discussion

e Despite his own wrongful imprisonment, v. 6 says Joseph "noticed" that the Cupbearer
and Baker were troubled. Why is it so difficult to notice the "downcast faces" of others
when we are dealing with our own crisis?

e Compare the two dreams and Joseph’s interpretations. Joseph delivers a message of
restoration to one and a message of judgment to the other. Why is it significant that
Joseph didn't "soften" the message for the Baker?

e Inyour workplace or home, where are you tempted to "edit the script" of God's Word to
avoid awkwardness or stay "palatable" to others?

e Readv. 20-23. Verse 23 is historically one of the most discouraging verses in the Bible.
From a human perspective, this is a failure. From the perspective of God’s Providence
(His sovereign guidance), why might God have allowed this forgetfulness?

e How does looking at the Cross help us endure the "silence" of our own waiting rooms?
Why is it vital to remember that while the Cupbearer forgot Joseph, Jesus never forgets
His own?

Personal Reflection

— What are you currently waiting for? How does knowing that God is "intentional, not
slow" change the way you pray about that situation?

— If you are in a "waiting room" season, identify one person this week you can serve, even
if your own circumstances haven't changed.



