
Sermon Discussion – 18 January 2026 
 
Read Genesis 38:1-30 
 
Getting Started 
 
The "Unfiltered" Life:  If your life story were a book, is there a chapter you’ve tried to "edit out" 
or keep hidden? Why do we find it so hard to be honest about our "grit"? 
 
The One-Degree Turn: Have you ever started a small habit or a new friendship that seemed 
harmless at first, but ended up taking you to a "destination" you never intended to visit? 
 
Group Discussion 
 

• Notice the phrase in v. 1: "Judah went down from his brothers." Geographically, he 
moved to the lowlands; spiritually, he moved away from the covenant family. How did 
Judah’s choice of friends (Hirah the Adullamite) and his marriage to a Canaanite woman 
set the stage for his later moral failures? 
 

• In v. 18, Judah gives Tamar his "signet and cord and staff" as a pledge. These items 
represented his legal identity—his "passport and signature." In what ways do we give 
away who we are (our identity in Christ) for the sake of what we want in a moment of 
temptation? 
 

• When Judah hears Tamar is pregnant, he immediately calls for her to be burned (v. 24). 
But when he sees his own signet and staff, he says, "She is more righteous than I" (v. 
26). How does this illustrate the difference between judging others and owning our own 
mess? 
 

• Read Matthew 1:1-3. Why is it significant that Judah, Tamar, and Perez are explicitly 
mentioned in the genealogy of Jesus? 

 
Personal Reflection 
 

− Who are you currently judging or criticising? This week, take that "torch" and turn it into 
a prayer of confession for your own hidden struggles instead. 
 

− If you feel like you are in a "Genesis 38 season"…feeling too broken or "unqualified"… 
how does the story of Perez give you hope that God’s grace is bigger than your failure? 


