Sermon Discussion — 4 January 2026

Read Genesis 37:1-11
Getting Started

The Planner or the Pilot? On a scale of 1-10, how much of a "planner" are you? Did you start
2026 with a detailed list of resolutions, or are you more of a "see what happens" kind of
person?

Family Heirlooms: Is there an object in your family (like Joseph’s robe) that represents a specific
person's status, a special memory, or a family tradition?

Group Discussion

e Readv. 1-4. The text notes that Jacob loved Joseph more because he was the "son of
his old age." How does this cycle of favouritism (which we also saw with Abraham/Isaac
and Isaac/Jacob) affect the brothers' ability to "speak peacefully" to Joseph?

e Joseph’s robe made him a target of hatred. How does the "robe of righteousness" we
receive through Christ (Isaiah 61:10) differ from the "robes" the world tries to give us?

e Look at the two dreams Joseph has in v. 5-9. How do the images of the sheaves of grain
and the celestial bodies (sun, moon, and stars) point to God’s future plan for the nation
of Israel?

e Look at verse 11. The brothers are jealous, but Jacob "kept the saying in mind." In your
own life, when things look chaotic, do you tend to react with "jealousy/anger" like the
brothers, or "reflective waiting" like Jacob?

Personal Reflection

—  Whatis a "dark thread" or a "jagged knot" in your life right now (a broken relationship, a
career dead end, a personal loss) that makes it hard to believe God is weaving a
masterpiece?

— This week, when you feel the urge to "clothe yourself" in your achievements or the
approval of others to feel secure, how can you practically remind yourself that you are
"the adopted" in God’s eyes?



