Sermon Discussion — 7 December 2025

Read John 1:1-14

Getting Started

Name Game: What is the most unusual or memorable name you've ever come across in real

life?

Rescue Stories: Have you ever been in a situation where you needed to be rescued...either
physically (like a car breakdown) or from a really awkward social situation? Who came to your

aid?

Group Discussion

Joseph and Mary were in a legally binding betrothal when Mary was found to be
pregnant. This looked like a disaster from a human perspective. Why do we find it so
difficult to trust God when He deviates from our expected script?

The angel told Joseph that Jesus would save His people "from their sins" (v. 21), not
from the Romans or from poverty. Why is sin our greatest problem, even more than our
difficult circumstances? How does knowing this change what you pray for?

Matthew quotes Isaiah 7:14 to introduce the name "Immanuel," meaning "God with us."
That means God didn't send a representative; He came Himself. Why does it matter that
our Saviour is fully God and fully man? How does His physical presence in our "mess"
comfort you today?

In v. 24, Joseph obeyed immediately without hesitation ("When Joseph woke from
sleep, he did as the angel... commanded"). What does this tell us about Joseph's faith?
Do you believe "delayed obedience" is actually disobedience? Why or why not?

Personal Reflection

Is there a difficult "mess" in your life right now where you need to trust that God is
working, even if it looks like things are falling apart? Thank Him for being Immanuel—
God with us.

Is there an area of your life where you know what God wants you to do, but you are
hesitating because of what people might think or say? Pray for the courage to trust God
and the strength to obey Him, even when it costs us our reputation or comfort.



