Sermon Discussion — 30 November 2025

Read John 1:1-14
Getting Started

Christmas Prep: There are usually two types of people: those who start shopping in August and
those who are "just trying to survive." Which one are you, and what is your favourite (or most
dreaded) part of holiday preparation?

Traditions: Some Christmas traditions can be quite unusual like Japan's KFC Christmas or
Romania's goat dancing. What is one unique or slightly strange Christmas tradition your family
or culture observes?

Group Discussion

e When you think of a "king" or a powerful leader in our world today, what images come
to mind? How does Jesus, as described in John 1:14, completely contradict that image?

e Inv. 14, John says the "Word became flesh." The word used for flesh implies frailty and
weakness, rather than a more noble word. Why is it significant for us that Jesus didn't
just appear as a fully grown, powerful adult but entered into the frailty, hunger, and
limitations of human "flesh"?

e The second part of v. 14 says that Jesus "dwelt among us" which literally means to
"pitch a tent." What does this tell us about God's willingness to be involved in the messy
parts of our lives? Why is this important?

e Attheend of v. 14, Jesus is described as being "full of grace and truth"...not 50/50, but
100% of both. Which side do you naturally lean toward? Do you find it easier to speak
hard truths or to be kind and accepting and why?

Personal Reflection

Think about the image of a Christmas cracker: A Crown (Jesus's sacrifice), a Message (God with
us), and a Gift (Grace and Truth). Which of these three aspects of Jesus do you most need to
experience afresh this Advent season?

Pray that God would help us become "down-to-earth" people this week—Christians who don't
just know the theology of the Incarnation but who live it out by entering into the lives of others
with humility, grace, and truth.



