Sermon Discussion — 19 October 2025

Read Mark 6:45-56
Getting Started

Talk about a time when you have been on a trip or outing that started out fine but turned into a
bit of a disaster?

When you face a stressful or frightening situation, is your first instinct to panic, pray, or
problem-solve?

Group Discussion

e In what subtle ways are we all tempted to "cut and paste" from Jesus's life and
teachings, keeping the parts we like (e.g., His love and grace) while ignoring the parts
that challenge us (e.g., His divinity, miracles, or hard commands)?

e Inverse 45, Jesus "made his disciples get into the boat." How does the truth that the
disciples were "in the right place and yet they met with a terrible storm" challenge the
common assumption that difficulty or hardship is a sign that we are outside of God's
will?

e Think of a "storm" you are currently facing or have recently endured. How might God be
using this difficulty to grow your faith and dependence on Him in a way that comfort
and ease never could?

e When Jesus says, "Take heart; it is I" (literally "I AM"), He is claiming to be God. Why is it
crucial for us to know that the one who meets us in our trials is not just a good teacher,
but the sovereign, all-powerful God?

e How does our personal experience of God's grace and comfort in a trial uniquely equip
us to minister to others who are going through similar struggles? (See 2 Corinthians 1:3-
4)

Personal Reflection
This biblical text reminds us that even when we do not see Jesus, He sees us and intercedes for

us. In what area of your life do you need to be reminded that Jesus is praying for you and is
present with you, even if He feels distant?



