
Sermon Discussion – 5 October 2025 
 
Read Mark 6:14-29 
 
Getting Started 
 
Talk about an event or a time that totally took you by surprise. In other words, can you 
remember being absolutely shocked by something you weren’t expecting? 
 
Group Discussion 
 

• In v. 14-20, we learn that John did not tailor his message to please his audience. What 
does his example teach us about the difference between speaking truth out of malice 
versus speaking it out of faithful love for God and others? 
 

• What makes it difficult to stand for biblical truth in your relationships, workplace, or 
community? What practical steps can you take to prioritise God's approval over human 
approval in those moments?  
 

• Herod was "greatly perplexed" by John's message—he was intrigued and convicted, yet 
unwilling to repent. Why do you think the gospel message often makes people feel "off-
balance" or conflicted, as it did for Herod? How can our faithful witness, like John's, be 
used by God to "perplex" people for His glory? 

 

• What parts of the Gospel message do you find compelling but also "perplexing" or 
challenging to your way of life? 
 

• The sermon used the analogy of a person falling off a cliff who is saved not by their faith 
in the branch, but by the branch itself. How does this illustrate the difference between 
being saved by the quality of our faith versus being saved by the Object of our faith—
Jesus Christ? 

 
Personal Reflection 
 
How can you actively anchor your trust in the “Object" of your faith this week, rather than in 
your own feelings or the strength of your "grip"? 


