Sermon Discussion — 7 September 2025

Read Mark 4:21-41
Getting Started

Consider the saying, “Pray as if everything depended on God; work as if everything depends on
you." What's your favourite way to completely switch off and rest after a busy day or week?

What's a small, everyday task you wish could magically take care of itself without any effort
from you?

Group Discussion

e Inv.26-29, the farmer is active at the beginning (sowing) and the end (harvesting), but
the growth in the middle happens mysteriously while he sleeps. How does this parable
correct our tendency to believe we are the ones who produce spiritual growth in
ourselves or others?

o If we truly believe that God gives the growth, how should that change our attitude when
we don't see immediate results in our ministry, our prayers for a loved one, or our
efforts to overcome a particular sin?

e What is the comparison Jesus makes with the mustard seed (v. 30-32), and what does it
reveal about God's Kingdom? How does this parable encourage us in difficult times or
when starting something that feels small?

e The disciples, in their fear, accused Jesus (v. 38): "Don't you care that we're perishing?"
When have you felt a similar frustration with God when He seems "asleep" or silent in
the middle of your personal "storms" (a health crisis, financial trouble, family conflict)?

e The ultimate proof of God's care is the Incarnation—the fact that the eternal God
became human and was tired in the boat for us. How does remembering the gospel—
that Jesus is already "in the boat" with you—help you trust His care, especially when
you feel like you have to do everything yourself?

Personal Reflection

What is one specific area of anxious work or worry that you need to consciously place back into
God's hands this week, trusting that He is the one who gives the growth and calms the storms?



