
Sermon Discussion – 22 June 2025 
 
Read Mark 1:9-13 
 
Getting Started 
 
In what areas of your life are you more of a "rule-follower"? In what areas are you more of a 
"go with the flow" person? 
 
Group Discussion 
 

• The Bible explains that Jesus, being without sin, didn't need a baptism of repentance. 
According to v. 11, what was the primary purpose of Jesus's baptism? 
 

• The Father's words to Jesus ("You are my beloved Son, with you I am well pleased") are a 
combination of Old Testament passages identifying Jesus as the Messiah-King, the 
unique Son of God, and the Suffering Servant. Why is it so important to understand that 
Jesus is all three of these things at once? 
 

• How is the image of a "dance" to describe the relationship between the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit (a relationship of mutual service, care, and love) helpful or challenging? How 
does this idea of a "divine dance" contrast with a "self-centred life"? 
 

• Immediately after the powerful spiritual high of His baptism, the Spirit drives Jesus into 
the wilderness for a period of trial and temptation. Why do you think Mark includes this 
detail right after the baptism? What does this teach us about the Christian life? 

 
Personal Reflection 
 
Mark 1:11 emphasises the power of the Father's words of affirmation over Jesus. How does 
knowing that, through Christ, God the Father speaks these words over you ("You are my 
beloved child, with you I am well pleased") impact your identity and how you face daily 
challenges? 
 
Satan's temptation was an attempt to get Jesus to "step out of the dance" and focus on 
Himself. What are some common temptations that try to pull you out of this dance and make 
you the centre of your own world? How does Jesus's victory in the wilderness encourage you in 
your own battles? 


