Sermon Discussion — 25 May 2025

Getting Started

What's a "big question" about faith or God that you've personally wrestled with, or are
currently exploring? Maybe another way to think about it is...if you had the chance to ask God
one question, what would it be?

Exploring the Claims of Jesus

e There are three common objections often used when talking about Jesus: 1. Stories
about Jesus are mythical; 2. Miracles aren't real; and 3. The historical Jesus never
claimed to be God. Which of these objections have you encountered most, either from
others or in your own thinking? How do these objections resonate with you?

e Discuss the impact of Jesus' statement in John 8:58: "... before Abraham was born, |
am!" Why was this so shocking to His Jewish audience, and how does it connect to God's
revelation in Exodus 3:14?

e Which of the "I AM" statements mentioned (Bread of Life, Light of the World, etc.) most
powerfully conveys Jesus' divine nature to you, and why?

e In Mark 2, Jesus told the paralyzed man, "Son, your sins are forgiven," before healing
him. Why did the religious leaders consider the forgiveness of sins to be blasphemy?
What does this incident reveal about Jesus' authority?

e The resurrection was presented as the ultimate act demonstrating Jesus' deity. The
sermon mentioned over 500 witnesses. How does the historical evidence for the
resurrection, and the willingness of early Christians to die for this belief, impact your
understanding of Jesus' claims?

Personal Reflection

— After considering the evidence and claims about Jesus, what is one step of faith,
however small, you might feel prompted to take in response to who Jesus is? Or, how
might this discussion equip you to talk with a "friend" who is asking these questions?



