ASKING FOR A FRIEND

Sermon Discussion — 11 May 2025

Getting Started

1.

Think of a time where you faced a serious trial or suffering. What were the biggest
guestions you wrestled with? Did you feel closer to God or further from Him?

Last week's topic was "Is There Really a God?" How does the question of God's existence
relate to the question of why God allows evil and suffering? Does one question need to
be settled before addressing the other?

Exploring the Existence of God

Eastern religions like Hinduism and Buddhism address suffering, but mainly from the
perspective that evil and suffering are an illusion? What are your initial reactions to this
viewpoint? What are some potential strengths or weaknesses of this approach?

The first plausible reason given for God allowing evil was the necessity for free will and
true relationships. Do you agree that genuine love requires the possibility of rejection
and therefore the potential for choices that lead to harm? How does this idea sit with
you?

The second point was that God will both judge and redeem evil for our good and His
glory (Romans 8:28). What does it mean to you that God can redeem evil? Can you think
of examples (personal or from Scripture) where something bad was used for good?

C.S. Lewis called pain "God's megaphone." What does this metaphor suggest about the
potential role of suffering in our lives and our relationship with God? Can you think of
times when pain has gotten your attention in a significant way?

The fact that the first written book of the Bible was Job, which deals directly with
intense suffering, is significant. What does the story of Job teach us about God's
response to suffering and our response to God in the midst of it? Why do you think God
didn't give Job a direct answer to "why"?

Personal Reflection

The inclusion of laments in the Psalms shows that sadness and mourning are part of the
believer's experience. How does acknowledging and expressing grief within a faith
community differ from trying to suppress or ignore it? What are ways we could do this
more as a church?



— How does the gospel offer hope in the face of evil and suffering? What aspects of the
gospel bring you the most comfort in difficult times?



