
Sermon Discussion – 13 April 2025 
 
Read Genesis 36:1-43 
 
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience  
 
What would you consider to be your most significant accomplishment according to our 
society’s values and norms? 
 
Observation Discovering the context 
 
Genesis primarily focuses on the lineage leading to the nation of Israel, through Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob. Chapter 36 marks a significant point where the narrative explicitly detours to detail 
the descendants of Esau.  
 
The detailed genealogy of Esau, who was not the chosen heir, underscores that God's blessings 
are not limited to the covenant line alone. Esau and his descendants also experienced 
prosperity and became a significant nation (the Edomites). 
 
We see that God's timing and ways are not always immediately apparent. Edom attained 
kingship before Israel, which might have been a challenge to the faith of the Israelites during 
periods of hardship. However, the story ultimately affirms God's sovereign plan for Israel. 
 

• Consider the idea that God is the God of all humanity. How does the inclusion of Esau's 
lineage support or complicate this understanding? 
 

• What can we learn about God's justice or sovereignty from the fact that Esau's 
descendants became a significant nation despite his earlier rejection of his spiritual 
inheritance? 

 
Interpretation Discovering the meaning  
 

1. Genesis 36 can feel like a chapter we often skip. Why do you think genealogical lists like 
this are included in the Bible? What value might they hold that we often overlook? 
 

2. When we summarise the life of Esau and Jacob, we can contrast Esau's focus on the 
world with a life lived for God. What are some tangible differences between these two 
approaches? How can we discern which path we are on? 
 

3. How does the historical context of Israel about to enter Canaan and their relationship 
with the Edomites illuminate the importance of this chapter? 
 



4. Read Mark 8:36 and 2 Corinthians 4:18. How do these verses challenge our 
contemporary values and definitions of success? 
 

5. Just because you may have a beautiful family by worldly standards, it doesn't equal a 
family blessed by God. How can we distinguish between outward appearances of family 
success and a family rooted in faith? What role does intentionality in raising children in 
faith play? 

 
Application Putting knowledge into practice 
 

− What does it mean to "succeed with God"? What are some practical ways to prioritise 
this kind of success in our lives and the lives of our families?  
 

− The analogy of “a boat that doesn't float” can be used to describe a successful life not 
ready for eternity. How does this analogy resonate with you? What are the essential 
elements for being ready for eternity? 


