Sermon Discussion — 6 April 2025

Read Genesis 35:1-29
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

In what place have you felt especially close to God? What was it about this location and/or this
time in your life that helped you sense God’s presence?

Observation Discovering the context

As we have studied the life of Jacob, we have seen the long, slow process God has used to
transform a selfish, deceitful, manipulative person into a man who lives by faith. This does not
mean, however, that Jacob’s sanctification is already complete. In Genesis 34, we saw how far
short Jacob still falls from the virtues of godly courage, righteous zeal, and loving compassion.
Jacob has come a long way, but God must bring Jacob yet a little farther to Bethel in order to
bring Jacob yet a little further in his faith.

In Genesis 35, God fulfils his promises at Bethel in Genesis 28. As God purifies and re-renames
Jacob as Israel, God is bringing Jacob’s story to its climax and resolution.

e Why was Bethel a significant place for Jacob (see Genesis 28:10-22)?
e What do you imagine Jacob is feeling as he returns?
Interpretation Discovering the meaning
1. Re-readv. 1-4. What did Jacob do when God appeared to him? How were his actions
different this time compared to those in previous situations when God asked him to do

something?

2. Why does the LORD direct Jacob back to Bethel? What must Jacob and his household do
before making the journey? Why would this be important?

3. Re-readv. 5-15. What were God’s promises to Jacob as he changed his name to Israel?
Why were these promises important? How did Jacob respond?

4. Re-readv. 22. Why would Reuben engage in this incestuous act? Was this a perverted
act of lust or was this a challenge to his father’s position as head of the household, as
was the case with king David and his son, Absalom in (2 Samuel 16:20-22)?

5. Why does God repeatedly remind His people of His promises, as seen in Jacob's renewal
at Bethel? How does this reflect God's character?



Application Putting knowledge into practice

— How can we actively seek and experience renewal in our own relationship with God?
How might the practice of communion fit into this?

— What are some practical steps we can take to prevent ourselves from "backsliding" in
our faith? How can we, as a church, support those who are struggling with backsliding
and help them return to God?



