Sermon Discussion — 30 March 2025

Read Genesis 34:1-31
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

Talk about a situation where you felt like you had to conform to a group or culture around you?
How did that influence you?

Describe a time when you responded poorly to an already bad situation? What were the
consequences?

Observation Discovering the context

Key Terms

Shechem — A prominent city in Canaan, 50 miles north of modern-day Jerusalem and about 20
miles from Bethel where God told Jacob to go. Shechem is also the name of the son of Hamor,
the ruler of Shechem in Genesis 33-34.

In Israel — Genesis 34:7 is the first time Jacob’s family uses the new name Israel. Although just
receiving this name for himself in Genesis 33, Jacob’s family now understands it as not simply
for Jacob but for them also. In Genesis 34, the name Israel marks Jacob’s family as a separate

people from the Hivites.

The third day — Jacob’s sons attacked Shechem on the third day (Gen. 34:25) after the men
were circumcised because tradition stated that the third day after the procedure was the most
painful. There are over 50 references to something taking place on the third day in the Old
Testament—far more than other day—which is interesting considering Jesus was raised on the
third day. The only two explicit New Testament connections to Old Testament events occurring
on the third day are in Luke 24:4—when Jesus seems to be alluding to Hosea 6:2—and in
Matthew 12:40 —when Jesus compares himself to Jonah from Jonah 1:17. In both instances,
Jesus is foreshadowing that he will die and be raised on the third day.

e How does Genesis 34 fit into the larger story of Genesis and God's covenant promises?

e Why is it important that the Bible does not gloss over difficult and disturbing stories like
Dinah’s?

Interpretation Discovering the meaning



In Genesis 31:13 and Genesis 35:1, where did God tell Jacob to go? Now skim through
Genesis 33:12-20 to see where Jacob actually went. Do you think it felt like a big
decision for Jacob to settle in Shechem instead of with his kindred in the land? Why?

In Genesis 34:1-7, how did Jacob respond when he hears that Dinah has been raped by
Shechem? How did Dinah’s brothers respond? What do these responses reveal?

In v. 8-24, how did Hamor respond when he hears that Dinah has been raped by his son,
Shechem? How did the men of the city respond? What do these responses reveal about
their priorities and about the corrupt system that plagued Dinah’s world?

Inv. 25-31, we see Jacob’s sons execute vengeance on the men of Shechem. Do you
think they were justified? Was Jacob’s response better? Why or why not?

Why do you think Scripture includes chapters like this in the Bible? How does this depict
the ugly side of human nature in a realistic way?

Application Putting knowledge into practice

Why do you think people compromise to “settle in Shechem” rather than seeking the
blessing of God in Bethel? How does a desire for comfortable compromises lead people
astray little-by-little?

What is a potential temptation to compromise in your life that you need to avoid today?
In other words, what is something that doesn’t seem like a horrible sin but keeps you
from enjoying God’s best for you?



