Sermon Discussion — 9 March 2025

Read Genesis 30:25-31:55
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

Can you share a personal experience where you felt God provided for you in a surprising or
unusual manner?

Observation Discovering the context

This passage details a pivotal period in the life of Jacob, focusing on his departure from his
father-in-law Laban, his growing family, and his accumulation of wealth. Jacob fled from his
home in Canaan after deceiving his father, Isaac, and stealing Esau’s blessing (Genesis 27). He
travelled to Haran, where he sought refuge with his uncle Laban. There, Jacob worked for Laban
in exchange for marrying his daughters, Leah and Rachel. However, Laban deceived Jacob by
giving him Leah first, requiring Jacob to work an additional seven years for Rachel (Genesis 29).

Over the years, Jacob’s family grew, with his wives and their maidservants giving birth to twelve
children. Meanwhile, Jacob also worked as a shepherd for Laban, whose flocks prospered under
Jacob’s management. Jacob knew it wasn’t healthy for his family to remain with his father-in-
law, but he decided to stay because of the compensation he would receive.

e Have you ever stayed in an unhealthy situation because you thought it would get better
only to never experience it? How did it turn out? Explain.

e When a person fails to set up healthy boundaries, it often leads to things “going out of
bounds.” Why do you think that is? What are some lessons you have learned about
having healthy boundaries?

Interpretation Discovering the meaning

1. In Genesis 30:35-36, Jacob faced deception and hardship, yet God remained faithful.
How have you experienced God’s faithfulness in difficult seasons of life? Explain.

2. Why do you think God allows us to go through struggles instead of removing them
immediately? How does this shape our faith?

3. How does Jacob’s experience of oppression under Laban mirror the Exodus story? What
does this teach us about God’s care for His people?

4. We see in 31:5-9; 42 Jacob realised in hindsight that “God has been with me.” How can
we develop the habit of looking back and recognizing God’s presence in our past?



5. What does it mean to say that God "blessed" Jacob, and how does this blessing manifest
in his material prosperity?

Application Putting knowledge into practice
— How does this passage challenge the way you view success, trials, and God's provision in
your own life? Are there areas where you need to confess self-reliance and start

depending more on God?

— What does it mean for you personally to say, “But God has been with me”?



