Sermon Discussion — 2 March 2025

Read Genesis 29:31-30:24
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

What size family did you grow up in? Where were you in that birth order? What did you like
best and least about being an only child (or the baby, the middle, or the oldest child)? Who got
the most attention from mom or dad?

Observation Discovering the context

This passage continues the story of Jacob, the final patriarch in the line of Abraham. After
angering his brother Esau by stealing his birthright and his blessing, Jacob leaves home and
travels to his mother’s family for safety. Rebekah’s brother Laban takes him in, and Jacob falls
in love with Laban’s daughter Rachel. In wage negotiations, Jacob and Laban agree that Jacob
will work seven years in exchange for Rachel as his wife.

Everything goes as expected—until the wedding night. Jacob works for seven years, the
wedding arrives, he gets married—and to his surprise, he discovers Leah has been married to
him instead of Rachel. Laban defends himself by saying that their custom is for the oldest
daughter to marry first. So they negotiate another seven years of work for Rachel. Jacob
worked seven years to marry one sister, waited a week, married the other sister as well, and
then worked another seven years for her. Within the span of a week, Jacob gains not only two
wives but their two attendants as well. Through all of this, Jacob loves Rachel more than Leah,
and everyone knows it. And what happens after marriage? Children.

e Jacob had grown up in a divided and competitive home. How might this have
contributed to the family he created?

e What similarities do you see in the lives of Esau and Jacob and the lives of Leah and
Rachel?

Interpretation Discovering the meaning
1. Why do you think Leah and Rachel named the sons, instead of Jacob?

2. What does the Lord’s response to Leah’s misery (29: 31) tell you about Him? What acts
of kindness has He done for you?

3. How do the names of Leah’s first three sons reflect her craving for her husband’s
affection? (Use your Bible’s footnotes.) Do these children fulfil her desires? How does
her fourth son’s name show her change of focus?



4. How does Rachel’s envy reflect the human tendency to compare and strive for what
others have? How does Jacob’s response to Rachel highlight the tension between truth
and sensitivity in our relationships?

5. Leah lives in a loveless marriage but bears 6 sons. She was the mother of Levi, whose
family line became the priesthood (including Moses & Aaron), and Judah, whose line
included king David and the Messiah. She doesn’t know any of this but what does it
suggest about how we might bear up in difficult situations?

6. In what ways does Jesus’ rejection mirror Leah’s rejection? How does this shape our
understanding of the gospel?

Application Putting knowledge into practice
— How has God worked through suffering in your life in ways you didn’t expect?

— What are practical ways we can trust God when we don’t understand His plan?



