Sermon Discussion — 23 February 2025

Read Genesis 29:1-30

Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

Share a time when you were deceived. What were the circumstances? How did it feel?
Observation Discovering the context

Jacob is far from home and hopelessly love-struck. Preying on his vulnerable state, Laban
deceives Jacob, cheating him into years of unwanted labour. It may have been common for
men to pay a “bride price,” but seven years of labour was an extended period compared to
what was typical. Fourteen years was another story.

Just when Jacob had a chance to repay Laban’s dishonesty with redemptive kindness, he did the
opposite by neglecting Leah and favouring Rachel, furthering his family’s cycle of jealousy and
tension. The irony is that Laban only did what Jacob had done before him. He disguised one
child as the other just as Rebekah and Jacob had done to Isaac a couple chapters previous.

The beauty of the story is that those consequences didn’t even begin to negate or thwart God’s
promises. The entire situation was a disastrous mess, but God used it powerfully to give Jacob
twelve sons . .. and to begin the line of Judah through Leah.

e How does Jacob's deception of his father, Isaac, in the previous chapter influence his
behaviour when meeting Laban and Rachel?
e How does this passage illustrate the concept of "reaping what you sow"?

Interpretation Discovering the meaning

1. The passage highlights how God orchestrated events in Jacob's life, even though He isn't
directly mentioned. How have you seen God's providence or sovereignty at work in your
own life, especially in moments where you might not have initially recognised His hand?

2. Jacob faced challenges with Laban, who tested and shaped him. Who are the "Labans"
in your life—people who challenge you or whom God might be using to teach you
important lessons? How do you respond to such individuals?

3. Jesus spoke about pruning (John 15:2) to help believers bear more fruit. What are some
areas in your life where you believe God is “pruning” you for greater growth?



4. This story emphasises staying faithful in difficult situations rather than running away.
How can we discern when God is calling us to endure versus when He is releasing us
from a challenging situation?

Application Putting knowledge into practice

— Have you ever looked back at a difficult season in your life and realized later how God
was shaping you through it? What lessons did you learn?

— How can we encourage others who are currently going through their own “Haran”
experiences?



