Sermon Discussion — 16 February 2025

Read Genesis 28:10-22
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

Think about recurring dreams you have now or any dreams from the past that you remember.
Share those if you can. What is a recurring dream you have? Are your dreams stressful or weird
or do they feel so real that you are glad you woke up?

Observation Discovering the context

In the previous section, we saw the story begin with the conflict between Jacob and Esau in the
womb (25:19-26), and God's prophecy to Rebekah that the older child will serve the younger.
The two boys became very different men that were show favouritism shown by Isaac (who
loved Esau) and Rebekah (who loved Jacob).

Eventually Jacob persuades Esau to sell his birthright (25:29-34) and cheats Esau out of his
blessing by tricking their father, Isaac (27:1-40). That trickery triggered Esau's fury and his

determination to kill Jacob...which led to Jacob's fleeing to Haran to escape Esau (27:41 - 28:5).

e Jacob encounters God at one of the lowest points in his life. How does this reflect God’s
character in meeting people in their brokenness?

Interpretation Discovering the meaning

1. Inv. 13-15, why is it significant that God reaffirmed His promises to Jacob even though
Jacob had done nothing to deserve it?

2. What does Jacob’s dream (the ladder/stairway) reveal about God’s desire to connect
with His people and give them access to Himself?

3. Jacob initially sets up a pillar in v. 18 but does not build an altar until later (Genesis 35).
What does this say about the process of spiritual transformation?

4. Jacob makes a conditional commitment to God in v. 20-22. How does this compare to
Abraham'’s faith in Genesis 127?

5. How does Jesus fulfil the role of the "ladder" between heaven and earth? (Read John
1:45-51)



Application Putting knowledge into practice

— Jacob marked his encounter with God by setting up a stone of remembrance. What's
one way you can remind yourself of God’s faithfulness in your life?

— How can you live more confidently in God’s promises this week?



