Sermon Discussion - 25 June 2023

Tragedy of Sin and Triumph of Grace

Read Genesis 27 vs 41 to 28 vs 9

Getting Started Sharing from personal experience.

Over the past five weeks we have been looking at a family that if truth be told needs serious
counselling right. Here is a family whom God has pursued, that have received promises from God,
who have seen God at work in relatives lives, who know they are a chosen line, who know they are
Gods people and that they should follow Him first. Yet time and again they mess up. And this is the
same for the people Moses is writing this to, the Israelites in the desert and us today.

There have been backroom deals, there was deception. This family was in conflict, and it was even
becoming violent. We see that in verse 41, actions have consequences, and whilst we can choose
what we do at any moment, we cannot always choose the consequences of our choices and those
consequences, bring a whole new set of choices before us.

What a tragic, sad and disastrous situation Isaac, Rebekah, Esau and Jacob find themselves in and the
question for us when things go badly, when we end up with a mess, when we end up with a
challenge, because of what we have done, how do we deal with this?

Maybe you find yourself there. You made some bad choices or the people around you made bad
choices, that you have gone along with. What are you going to do?

Interpretation Discovering the meaning.
Chapter 27 vs 41-46

1. Verse 41 - Revenge is a comforting thought to those who feel they have been wronged like
Esau, Ther’s a saying "Revenge is sweet" it’s an idiom that means feeling satisfaction after
harming someone who has harmed you. It's often said when someone is content with taking
revenge.

How should we as Christians react when someone has harmed us? Roman’s 12 vs 19
How can we learn from Esau's despair and feelings of betrayal?

2. It's a healthy activity and healthy meditation in the Christian life to consider the obvious and
potential consequences of sin. When you think about where it could take you, what it could
do to you, what it could destroy in your life, and more importantly in the lives of others.

How do these verses speak to the consequences of sin and deception?

3. Verse 43 - Rebekah’s tells Jacob to obey her, good advice, we often have very good advice for
people around us, but have we sought God’s guidance on this, have we asked God for
wisdom in this current circumstance or are we just giving the advice because it benefits us?

How does Rebekah's intervention to save Jacob reflect her role in the family?
4. Chapter 28 vs 1-9

Isaac instructs Jacob not to take a wife from the Canaanite women, this is a theme exhausted
by Moses time and again. All through Genesis, there is this warning, "Don't marry the
Canaanite women." Why?



5. Isaac blessed Jacob in the name of God Almighty, that is, El Shaddai. This title for God was
previously used in Genesis 17:1, where God described Himself to Abram.

Depending on your standing with God this can determine how you feel about that. Why?

6. Inverse 5 you see a very interesting phrase. Look what Moses says there. “Rebekah, the
mother of Jacob and Esau.”

Previous verses read Esau and Jacob, what relevance does this have?
Application Putting knowledge into practice.

Repentance involves thinking again about one's life and beliefs. It requires a change of mind and
turning from sin. True repentance means ceasing to rely on one's own wisdom and understanding. It
requires submitting to God's wisdom found in Scripture. Repentance is difficult because it goes
against human prejudices and the desire to understand everything. You must believe in spite of these
limitations. The world will ridicule those who repent and believe the Gospel. But their cleverness
and laughter will not last. You must be willing to endure scorn for the sake of following Christ.
Hearing and obeying the Word of God is the only way to find salvation and new life. You must
renounce all other ways of thinking to follow God's wisdom.

In what areas of your life is God asking you to repent?
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