Sermon Discussion — 2 February 2025

Read Genesis 27:1-40
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

What is the most memorable lie you ever told? Maybe to your parents, kids, someone you were
dating, orin a job interview?

Observation Discovering the context

In the previous section, we saw that the promises of God to Abraham are passed on to Isaac.
However, the story of Isaac is ultimately told in the life of his son Jacob. Jacob’s grasping at
birth and manipulating of his brother Esau foreshadow the outright deception that Jacob
engages in to steal Esau’s birthright and blessing.

Jacob, like his father Isaac, not only receives the promises of God from Abraham but also
inherits some of the same character faults. In this section, we want to focus on how God is
preserving an offspring and ensuring His promises continue to go on from Abraham and
forward to the next generation.

e Genesis 27:1 begins, “When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see
...” In the Bible, dim eyesight can refer not only to physical eyesight but also spiritual
discernment, while undimmed eyesight may symbolise physical and spiritual vigour. In
light of these other passages, it seems that Isaac’s dim eyes may be not only physical but
also spiritual. What evidences are there for Isaac’s lack of spiritual discernment?

Interpretation Discovering the meaning

1. Why do you think Isaac was so determined to bless Esau, even against God’s revealed
plan? Can you think of times when you’ve tried to “control” God’s plan rather than trust
Him? If so, describe.

2. Rebekah started her journey with God showing great faith and service (e.g., drawing
water for the camels). How can we ensure we finish our spiritual journey well, not just
start strong?

3. How does Jacob’s reference to “your God” instead of “my God” reflect the state of his
faith? How can we move from a second-hand faith (“your God”) to a personal, vibrant
relationship with God?

4. By the end of the section, Esau could be described as regretful but not truly repentant.
What's the difference between the two? Why is it important to know the difference?



5. One of the lessons from this story is that man’s sin cannot thwart God’s ultimate
purpose. How does this truth encourage you when facing mistakes or difficult
situations?

Application Putting knowledge into practice

— What are some ways we try to live “our way” instead of “God’s way”? How can we
better recognise and avoid the temptation to manipulate situations to fit our desires?

— In what area of your life do you feel God is asking you to trust Him more fully right now?



