Sermon Discussion — 19 January 2025

Read Genesis 25:27-34
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience
Have you played “Would You Rather?” Discuss which one of these you would choose and why?

Would you rather your only mode of transportation be a donkey or a giraffe?

Would you rather only be to use a fork (no spoon) or only be able to use a spoon (no fork)?
Would you rather be the absolute best at something that no one takes seriously or be average
at something well respected?

Observation Discovering the context

In this section of scripture, Isaac displays the fruit of trusting in God’s promises by earnestly
praying for 20 years for his bride to conceive children. Instead of one child, they were finally
given twins—a double blessing. This gift, however, came with deep meaning. God tells Rebekah
that her twins and their families would not be best of friends, but worst of enemies. The twin’s
appearances and lifestyles will represent the stark difference between trying to earn God’s
favour and the scandal of being given grace.

e Do you think Rebekah ever conveyed to Isaac what God spoke to her about Esau
someday serving Jacob? (Genesis 25:23). Why or why not?

e Why is it not more explicitly clear to Isaac that Jacob was the one to inherit God’s
promises? Or was it clear and Isaac was simply blinded by his personal preference for his
more masculine son (who made a great lentil soup!)?

Interpretation Discovering the meaning

1. Describe the family dynamics in Isaac’s household (v. 27-28). What do you think of Isaac
and Rebekah’s approach to parenting?

2. Esau’s decision to trade his birthright seems impulsive and short-sighted. What does
Esau’s attitude teach us about valuing eternal things versus temporary desires?

3. Inv. 30, Esau asked for red stew which would imply a rich, meaty stew. Instead, the
stew was a lentil soup. How do our sinful desires often promise us more than they
actually deliver?

4. Romans 1:22-25 warns about exchanging the truth of God for a lie. How can we guard
ourselves against making these kinds of trades in our lives?



5. What are some "lesser loves" or idols that you are tempted to prioritize over God?
Application Putting knowledge into practice

— Have you ever prioritised something temporary over something eternal or deeply
important? How did that impact you?

— The Puritan pastor Thomas Chalmers spoke of replacing idols with greater loves. What
practices or disciplines help you grow in your love for Christ?



