Sermon Discussion — 5 January 2025

Read Genesis 24:1-67
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

Can you remember a time when someone made a promise to you but failed to keep it? What
were the circumstances around this and how did this experience make you feel?

Observation Discovering the context

Many years had passed since God first called Abram to leave his relatives in Haran and follow
Him into the land of Canaan. Abram was now called Abraham and had grown in faith.
Abraham’s wife, Sarah, was now dead, and the time had come to find a wife for his son, Isaac.

Abraham only ever lived in tents in Canaan and never saw this land as his “home” or the
Canaanites as “his people.” God had promised Abraham that his descendants would be a great
nation, and it was important that his son marry someone who followed God. This match was
very important. It would set the tone for each generation after this. The future of what would
become known as the Jewish people depended on men and women who faithfully followed
God, established strong families and passed their faith on to the next generations.

e Why is it so important to Abraham for Isaac’s wife to come from among his own people,
instead of from among the Canaanites? (24:1-4)

e Why is it soimportant to Abraham that Isaac remain in Canaan? (24:5-9) What does that
have to do with God’s covenant promises to Abraham?

Interpretation Discovering the meaning

1. Inv. 12-14, the servant prayed for specific guidance, and God provided in a detailed and
timely manner. How does this encourage you in your prayer life? Are there times when
you felt God orchestrated events in a way that was unmistakable? Explain.

2. Intoday’s culture, external appearances are often emphasised over internal character.
Abraham’s servant prayed for a woman with servant-hearted character. What does this
teach us about the qualities God values most in His people?

3. Abraham waited patiently for God to fulfil His promises concerning his family. What
does this story teach us about the importance of waiting on God's timing? Are there
areas in your life where you are tempted to "run ahead" of God, trying to make things
happen on your own terms? How might this passage guide your response?



4. The servant’s actions contributed to God’s larger redemptive plan, even though he may

not have realised it fully. How does this perspective shape how we view our own roles in
God'’s story?

5. Think about the parallels between Genesis 24 and the gospel. How does this comparison
deepen your understanding of God’s love and His faithfulness?

Application Putting knowledge into practice

— What practical steps can we take to remain faithful and obedient when faced with life’s
uncertainties?

— How can we encourage one another to trust God’s promises and remain patient during
difficult seasons?



