Making Room for the unexpected
Sermon Discussion- 15" December 2024
Read Luke Chapter1v 1-25
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

Christmas is a time when many of us give and receive gifts, from friends, family
members, and even work colleagues. What is the most unexpected gift that you have
received? What made it unexpected?

Observation Discovering the context

Luke provides a lot of detail in verses 5-7 about Zechariah and Elizabeth, his job (priest)
their circumstances of Elizabeth (being barren), their obedience to God, and that they
lived during the time of King Herod’s rule. Luke provides all of these details to provide
certainty to Theophilus (v.4) that this is an accurate account of the story of Jesus.

e Whyisitimportant for us to know that the story of Jesus is recorded with
accuracy?

Interpretation Discovering the meaning

1. The Angel appears to Zechariah while he was burning incense and says that his
prayer has been heard and he will have a son. What does this tell us about the
character of God? How does this reassure you in the circumstances you are
going through?

2. Johnwould be the promised prophet that Malachi foretold in ch.3v1 and ch. 4
v5-6. What will his role be as described by Luke in verses 15-177?

3. The news that Zechariah and Elizabeth would have a son will bring great Joy to
them and others around them. What brings you most joy during the Christmas
period? How do you show this joy to others around you?

4. Readv 18-25. What is Zechariah’s response to the Angel and how does this
contrast with Elizabeth’s?

5. The promise of John came unexpectedly to Zechariah as he and Elizabeth were
old. How can we ‘make room’ for God to unexpectedly work in our lives during
this advent season?

Application Putting knowledge into practice

- Zechariah’s initial response of doubt may seem strange given an Angel appeared
before him. However, we are not so different. Are there any areas of your life that
you are doubting God?

- Gabriel was sent with good news for Zechariah and Elizabeth. How can we share
the good news of Christ with others so they can experience this joy?



