Sermon Discussion — 8 December 2024

Read Luke 2:8-20
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

Christmas is a time when we celebrate the generosity of God when He sent His Son, Jesus
Christ, as a gift to the world to bring us back to a relationship with Him. What is the most
generous thing someone has ever done for you or given to you?

Observation Discovering the context

In the countryside near Bethlehem, shepherds worked. Their primary responsibility was to
guard the sheep, which were used for temple sacrifices among other things. How appropriate
that the first people to hear about Jesus’ birth were those who guarded the sacrifices He would
later replace, when His crucifixion and resurrection permanently atoned for sins.

e How does God’s appearance to the shepherds relate to Mary’s song in Luke 1:46-55?
e What's symbolic about God announcing Jesus’ birth to some of the lowliest members of
society?

Interpretation Discovering the meaning

1. The angel’s message to the shepherds begins with “Fear not.” What fears might we
need to surrender during this season? How does God’s generosity through Jesus help
you confront those fears?

2. What did the angel reveal about Jesus’ uniqueness? What three titles are given to Jesus
in verse 11? What is significant about them?

3. Readv. 14. This verse reminds us that through faith, we have peace with God (see
Romans 5:1). How does this "peace" differ from the world’s idea of peace?

4. Have someone read Matthew 2:3-5. How did the shepherds’ reaction to the news of the
Messiah’s arrival compare to the religious leaders’ reaction? What is significant about
this contrast?

5. Inv. 20, the shepherds shared what they had seen and heard. How can you share the
Christmas story with others in your life? What specific steps can you take this Christmas
season to “make room” for others, whether emotionally, spiritually, or physically?



Application Putting knowledge into practice

— The shepherds had to arrange for care of their flocks and travel a distance to see Jesus,

but they did not delay to obey. Is there anything God is calling you to do that youa re
delaying rather than obeying?

— What are some tangible expressions of God’s generosity you might practice this week:
At your workplace? In your home? With your friends?



