Sermon Discussion — 1 December 2024

Read Luke 2:1-7
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

What are some of your favourite Christmas traditions that you and your family do? How have
they evolved over the years?

What are some cultural elements of the season that may distort the message of Christ's birth.
How has your understanding of the Christmas story been influenced by culture or tradition?

Observation Discovering the context

The writer of this Gospel, Luke, intentionally records some historical and geographic details in
the text. Why do you think Luke put this information in the account of Jesus’ birth? Why do you
think he mentions Roman emperors and governors- people of power? What’s the significance
of Joseph traveling to Bethlehem because he was of the house of David?

Interpretation Discovering the meaning

1. After reading this passage, what strikes you as being significant details that may be
often overlooked by the casual reader?

2. Traveling ninety miles from Nazareth to Bethlehem was probably not something that
Joseph and Mary wanted to do since she was “with child.” Oftentimes, we have to
submit to circumstances beyond our control. How does understanding that God can use
even a Roman emperor to accomplish His will help us have faith that He will do what He
has promised in our lives? (See Romans 8:28.)

3. Read 2 Samuel 7:1-17, Isaiah 7:14 and Micah 5:2. What prophecies were fulfilled
through Joseph and Mary in Bethlehem? Now read 2 Corinthians 8:9. What did Jesus
give up coming to us as a baby in a manger?

4. In first-century culture, hospitality was a vital practice. It seems very possible that some
family members of Joseph made room for him and Mary. How can the principle of
hospitality—welcoming others even in less-than-perfect circumstances—apply to your
relationships this holiday season?

5. How can you tangibly make room for Jesus this Advent season...whether in your
schedule, your relationships, or your spiritual life?



Application Putting knowledge into practice

Advent is a season of preparation. How can you slow down this month to reflect on
Jesus' coming in a deeper way?

— Who in your life might need you to “make room” for them, reflecting the love and
hospitality shown to Jesus?



