Sermon Discussion — 17 November 2024

Read Jude 17-23
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

What are some things that you tend to forget? Can you give examples of memory “tricks” you
use to remember certain facts or figures? If so, share.

Observation Discovering the context

As we have worked through the Letter of Jude, we have considered the call to contend for the
faith and the nature of the threat against the church. Jude spent a considerable amount of time
in this short letter describing those who oppose the truth and their ways of life.

While the charge has been given and the opposition has been defined, the question remains:
What does it look like to contend for the faith? And what does it look like for us to be a church
who takes this call to contend seriously?

In vv. 17-23 Jude provides a call to action. In this section he describes what the church must do
in order to defend the faith that we have been entrusted with.

Interpretation Discovering the meaning

1. Jude describes the “last days” as a time when false teachers will be present. Why do you
think it’s important for believers to recognize and identify false teachings? What specific
signs does Jude give to help us recognize them?

2. Re-read verses20-21. Jude emphasises “keeping ourselves in God’s love.” How does
living in the reality of God’s love change your daily life and decisions? Can you share a
time when this knowledge has influenced your actions?

3. What does it mean to “pray in the Spirit”? How might this look practically in your life,
and how does it differ from praying out of our own desires?

4. Jude calls us to wait for the mercy of Jesus. In what ways does anticipation of God’s
future promises shape our perspective on present difficulties? How can we wait well in
seasons of hardship or uncertainty?

5. Why is mercy essential when others are struggling or wrestling with faith? How can we
balance compassion with conviction when offering support?



Application Putting knowledge into practice

Jude advises quick and strong intervention for those who are near spiritual danger. How
can we approach friends or loved ones who may be drifting into harmful beliefs or
practices? What makes this kind of rescue challenging but necessary?

What practical steps can you take this week to keep yourself strong in faith? Which of
Jude’s encouragements—like reading Scripture, praying, or helping others—feels most
relevant for you now?



