Sermon Discussion — 10 November 2024

Read Jude 5-16
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

Do you have a good memory? What sort of things are easy for you to remember? Difficult to
remember? What are some of your earliest memories of childhood

Observation Discovering the context

In this passage, Jude attacks the false teachers both for what they are, and for what they are
doing. Paraphrase in your own words what he is saying about what they are.

e “hidden reefs” (v. 12)

e “shepherds who feed only themselves” (v. 12)

e “autumn trees, without fruit and uprooted—twice dead” (v. 12)
e “wandering stars” (v. 13)

Interpretation Discovering the meaning

1. Why do you think Jude chose to be so direct about sin and judgment? Do you think this
approach is needed in today’s church, and why?

2. Re-read verse 5. Jude reminds readers of past examples of God’s judgment and
deliverance, like Israel’s Exodus and the Promised Land. Have there been times in your
life where God’s faithfulness was evident, yet difficult situations later made you
guestion it? How can we better remind ourselves of God’s past faithfulness during
difficult seasons?

3. Inv. 8, Jude warns against false teachers who prioritize personal visions and subjective
experiences over God’s Word. How do you think these issues appear in churches today?
What practices can help us discern truth from error in teaching and in spiritual
guidance?

4. Jude emphasises that no one is exempt from God’s accountability. How does this
message about judgment impact your view of God’s justice and mercy? Do you find
comfort or fear in knowing that God will ultimately judge sin and reveal the truth of our
lives?



Application Putting knowledge into practice

— Jude’s tone is described as a wake-up alarm for believers. How does the book of Jude

challenge you personally, and what spiritual "slumber" do you think it could be calling
you to awaken from?

— What might it look like to fully live in gratitude for Jesus bearing our judgment? How can
we express this gratitude in practical ways?



