Sermon Discussion — 27 October 2024

Read Judel-2
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

Has there ever been a time when you had to report a crime you witnessed? What about an
experience of standing up for someone who was being wronged? Share about the
circumstances surrounding these incidents and how you felt being a part of it.

Observation Discovering the context

Jude has been called the “most neglected book in the New Testament.” The neglect is likely due
to several factors. First, the book is relatively short. In most cultures, we are tempted to equate
worth with size. Since the book is short, many assume (wrongly) the book is unimportant.

Second, the book is tucked away in the latter part of the Bible and easy to miss. People do not
stumble into studying the book of Jude. They must go looking for it.

Third, the message of the book is perceived as “negative.” Jude spends the majority of his time
warning against false teachers and their impending destruction. The message of judgment
and condemnation drives many readers away.

Yet, Jude encourages Christians to remain in God’s love by building themselves up, praying in
the Holy Spirit, and waiting for the mercy of the Lord Jesus. Jude’s message of warning and
encouragement is needed in the church today.

e What are some reasons you think Jude should be read and studied?
e How can we as a church protect ourselves from false teaching?

Interpretation Discovering the meaning

1. Jude opens his letter by calling himself a slave of Jesus Christ. What is he emphasising
about his identity? What has Jesus set us free from and for? See Romans 6:22.

2. Inverse 1, Jude says Christians are called by God. How does recognising that God
initiated a relationship with us affect the way you view your faith journey? How does it
impact your confidence in your walk with Christ?

3. What does it mean to be beloved (again v. 1) by God, even in moments when you feel
unworthy or distant from Him?



4.

Jude describes believers as being “kept” by God, yet also encourages us to keep
ourselves in God’s love. How do you balance these two ideas of God keeping you and
your responsibility to remain faithful?

In Jude’s prayer (v. 2), he prays for a multiplication of mercy, peace, and love. How do
you experience God’s mercy in your life, and how does it shape your relationship with
Him?

Application Putting knowledge into practice

In what ways do you struggle to believe who Jesus says you are or to accept what He has
given you? How can the truths of being called, beloved, and kept shape the way you
approach the week ahead?

In what ways can we support each other in our group to stay vigilant against false
teachings and to remain faithful to God’s calling, love, and keeping power?



