Sermon Discussion — 20 October 2024

Read Acts 2:42-47
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

Share about the most significant community you have experienced in your life. It could be a
group of friends you grew up with, a sports team you were part of, your family, a group of
neighbours, a House Group, etc. How did this community shape you as a person?

Observation Discovering the context
If we were to only read the Acts 1-2, we would see the following...

Jesus commissioned his disciples, promised to send his Spirit, and ascended into heaven to be
enthroned at the right hand of the Father as King of King (Acts 1:6-11). After Jesus’ ascension,
the disciples, 120 in all, gathered in prayer, awaiting the promise of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:12-
26). Shortly after Jesus’ ascension, God sent his Spirit upon the disciples as they were praying.
When this happened, Peter stood in the streets of Jerusalem and proclaimed the gospel, and on
that day about 3,000 people believed in Christ and were baptized. This was the birth of the
church (Acts 2:1-41).

e Among all the things Luke tells us about the early church, what stands out most? Why?
Interpretation Discovering the meaning

1. Whyis a commitment to the Word of God foundational to the church, according to Acts
2:427?

2. Acts 2 describes “the fellowship” among believers. How is biblical fellowship different
from casual friendships? How can we cultivate deeper, Spirit-enabled relationships
within the church?

3. What do you think about the idea that worship is more about being moved by God
rather than waiting to be moved by the music or atmosphere? How can we shift our
mindset towards a more God-centred approach to worship?

4. The early church served in love but also spoke truth with love. How do you personally
find the balance between serving and sharing the Gospel?



Application Putting knowledge into practice

— Review all 4 commitments (A Commitment to the Word of God, Doing Life Together,
Worship, and Living Missionally). In which of these do you believe Bethany is weakest?
How can we get stronger as a church? What would be some great next steps?

— Evaluate your own life. In which of these do you believe you are personally strongest? In
which do you believe you are weakest? How can you grow in this area?



