Sermon Discussion — 13 October 2024

Read Acts 2:1-13
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

If you could speak another language fluently, which one would you choose? Are there any
expressions can you say in another language? How did you learn them?

Observation Discovering the context

In Acts 1, we saw Jesus’ last instructions to his followers before he ascended into heaven.
Specifically, Jesus tells them in Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the end of the earth.” Acts 2:1-13 details the coming of the Holy Spirit as it falls on the early
disciples. While there are many differing opinions within biblical Christianity about the Holy
Spirit, Luke’s point is clear: The Holy Spirit is given to empower the Church (Jesus’ followers) to
tell the world about Jesus.

e If you grew up in church, was the Holy Spirit talked about much? Why do you think that
was the case? If you didn’t grow up in church, what is your perspective on the Spirit?

e |If the primary reason the Holy Spirit is given is so that Jesus’ followers can be his
witnesses, does that change how you think about the Holy Spirit at all?

Interpretation Discovering the meaning

1. In Acts 2:1, the Holy Spirit comes on the Day of Pentecost, a day celebrating harvest.
What is the significance between the Holy Spirit and the "harvest" of people in the
church's mission?

2. The three signs of the Spirit’s coming were wind, fire, and speaking in other tongues.
Why do you think God used these specific signs? Which of these is most striking to you
and why?

3. Read Ephesians 4:30 and 1 Thessalonians 5:19. What does it mean to grieve or quench
the Spirit? What are some actions or attitudes that might cause this in our lives?

4. Discuss the difference between the baptism of the Holy Spirit (which occurs at salvation)
and the continual filling of the Spirit. Why is it important to be continually filled with the
Spirit, and how do we seek this?



Application Putting knowledge into practice

What is one way that you want to see the Spirit move in your life? How do you want him
to move in our church?

— Take time to pray for each other. Use this prayer as the theme of your prayer time:

"Father in Heaven, thank you that have provided the Holy Spirit to guide us. We are not

alone in this battle against spiritual forces. May we actively pursue the Holy Spirit and
rely upon His strength to guide us daily.”



