Sermon Discussion — 6 October 2024

Read Acts 1:3-26
Getting Started Sharing from personal experience

Has there ever been a time in life when you felt completely helpless or entirely in over your
head? What was it, and how did you respond?

Observation Discovering the context

Nothing is more prominent in Acts than the spread of the gospel. Jesus promises a geographic
expansion at the outset, and Acts follows the news of his death and resurrection as it spreads
from a small group of disciples in Jerusalem to Judea, Samaria, and the faraway capital of Rome.

Through the repeated preaching of the gospel to different people groups, the gospel of grace
draws them in and then sends them out in mission to the world. Acts is a historical account of
how the resurrection of Jesus changes everything through the birth of the early church.

e What is your understanding of how Acts relates to the storyline of the New Testament
and of the whole Bible?

e Acts 1:1 addresses “Theophilus” and references a previous book, the Gospel of Luke. In
the first verse of Acts, the work and teachings of Jesus are centre stage. Why do you
think that is? Why do you think that might be important to what Luke is going to say?

Interpretation Discovering the meaning

1. Read 1 Corinthians 15:14. Why is it important to believe in the reality of Jesus’ death
and resurrection in today’s world? How does the reality of the resurrection impact the
way you live out your faith?

2. Acts 1:8 says we will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes. How does the Holy
Spirit give you power to be a witness in your daily life?

3. We see the ripple effect of being witnesses from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth.
Who is your "Jerusalem" (your immediate community), and how can you expand your
witness to your “Judea,” “Samaria,” and beyond?

4. After Jesus’ ascension, the disciples devoted themselves to prayer. How can we, as a
church or individuals, cultivate a deeper commitment to prayer in anticipation of God’s
movement?



Application Putting knowledge into practice

— The early church organised and anticipated God’s movement by replacing Judas with
Matthias. What are some ways we can prepare and organise ourselves to be ready for
God’s movement today?

— How can we pray for our church leadership to ensure we are organising effectively for
God’s mission?



